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FMCSA Post Accident Testing Decision Tree

Yes Was there a fatality? No

Yes Was the *CMV driver cited for No
a moving traffic violation?

Was an injury sustained requiring
immediate medical treatment away
from the accident scene?

Yes No

Yes Was there vehicle damage which No
required the towing of any vehicle?

DOT drug and alcohol Do not do a DOT drug
test required and alcohol test

Company testing may
be required
non-DOT

The company will conduct post-accident drug and/or alcohol testing in accordance with 49 CFR 382.303. As soon as
practicable following an accident involving a commercial motor vehicle(*CMV) requiring a CDL, the company shall
ensure that each surviving CMV driver is tested for alcohol and/or controlled substances in accordance with the
triggering events for FMCSA as defined in 49 CFR 382.303. The company is responsible for ensuring the drivers may be
required to have a DOT-mandated drug and/or alcohol test(s) after certain accidents.

Alcohol testing should occur within two (2) hours, but no later than eight (8) hours following the qualifying accident.
Drug testing must occur within 32 hours of the accident. If testing is not administered within the stated time frames,
the company shall prepare and keep on file a reocrd stating why the test was not promptly administered.



